
AP Extended Reading
MCC Summer Reading Assignment 2021-2022

AP Literature provides a collegiate level experience while still in high school.  Therefore, there is a rigor

with this course that is different from a typical high school English course.  It begins with extended reading.

You will be required to read 2 complete texts between June and August (and then of course be prepared with

another couple of texts as the academic year begins).

The first text you read this summer, your choice text, will be donated to a class library, so make sure you

buy a copy, and bring it with you on the first day of school.  I have copied and pasted the Extended Reading

policy paragraph addressing this:

This year, each grade level will have the opportunity to read a book of their choice; this "choice" will

vary depending on the level of the course  (see instructions on grade appropriate extended reading

assignment).  As the goal of the English department is to encourage a love and an appreciation of

reading; therefore, creating class libraries of contemporary material for students to access is a priority.

 Therefore, the choice text must be purchased as each respective English teacher will be collecting the

"choice" text from each student to add to class libraries.  Students are encouraged to search for texts

online that can be purchased at a reduced cost.    

The second text you will read this summer is a text focused in the area of your potential study in college

which means it will be most certainly a work of nonfiction. This is a text that you may buy, rent, or borrow.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. Enjoy your summer!



AP Extended Reading
MCC Summer Reading Assignment 2021-2022

CHOICE Text - DUE JULY 25
To kick off your summer, you are selecting a book, any book written after 1980, that sparks your interest. The
only requirements are as follows:

1. The first edition was published 1980-2021.
2. It is not a “collection” of texts - instead, a singular text.
3. You must purchase this text as it will be added to the class library.

The Assignments
#1 - Setting Up Drive
Make sure to work in order and to follow all instructions precisely.
1. Go to Drive.
2. Then click NEW, choose Folder.  Name it LAST NAME, FIRST NAME - AP.
3. Share the  FOLDER with me: kdornbos@muskegoncatholic.org.
4. Now, click inside this folder because it is time to set up folders for this class this year.  So, here are the
folders you need (and please make sure they are numbered):

01 - How to Read Literature Like a Professor
02 - Major Work Reductions
03 - Assignments
04 - Essays
05 - Projects
06 - AP Style Essays

5. Finally, click inside each folder, create a GRADED folder.

#2 - Your Review
1. First, create a document in your Assignment Folder. Title it “01 - Last Name, SR1.”
2. Then, type a short book review.

➢ Text Title & Author (This should be in bold as the heading of the page)
➢ In ½ page double spaced, explain what was engaging about the text, what could have been

improved upon in the text, and what is your overall evaluation of the development of a
significant theme?

Make sure this is done by July 25.



CHOICE Text (POTENTIAL FIELD OF STUDY) - DUE AUGUST 22
You are selecting a work of nonfiction that is written about a career field.  I want you to spend 10-15 minutes
researching contemporary texts written about your potential field of study in college: business, agriculture,
medicine, education, etc.  Once you narrow it down to a list of 3 books, create your document, and complete I.
Then, read the text. Once you have finished reading, complete II.

The Assignment
1. First, create a document in your Assignment Folder. Title it “02 - Last Name, SR1.”
2. Next, divide your document into I and II.

I
For segment I, you will need to list all of the following:

Text Title, Author, Publication Date
2-3 Sentence rationale - Why is this book appealing?

II
For segment II, you will need to address all of the following areas.  Skip a line between each bulleted request.
❏ Title, Author, Publication Date
❏ ONE Sentence HOLISTIC INTERPRETATION of the text. This means you are writing just one

sentence which interprets the entire text in an analytical manner.
❏ If you were giving a 1 minute speech on this text, recommending it to a group, what would you say? I

am looking for an extended paragraph for this response (15-20 sentences).
❏ Lastly, assess how useful this text was for you to read as you are considering a field the text

indirectly/directly addresses.  How did it enhance your knowledge of the field of study? Be clear,
specific, and analytical (15-20 sentences).

A NEW BEGINNING...

CLASS “TEXTBOOK”
You will need your own copy of Thomas Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor for our class this
year.  This is the class textbook, and it will be used in conjunction with all major texts we read. Make sure you
purchase a copy no later than 8/24/2021.

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
You will begin your AP experience reading Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried.  Make sure you buy or
borrow a copy no later than 8/24/2021.


